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Welcome to the 2025 inaugural edition of the Great Commission 

United Quarterly Newsletter. 

  

Greetings 

Distinguished Chaplains, Saints, and Esteemed Members of the Faith 

Community, 

It is with profound respect and anticipation that we present the inaugural 

2025 edition of the Great Commission United Quarterly Newsletter. 

As we commence this collective endeavor, it is our earnest hope that 

each page within this publication will serve to inspire, inform, and unite 

us in our shared vocation. Through accounts of faith, updates from the 

field, and thoughtful reflections on our mission, may this newsletter 

stand as a beacon of encouragement and as a testament to the 

continuous work that is being accomplished by the grace of God within 

and through our communications. 



  
 

 

My Name is David Shafer, married 22 years, 60 years old, retired of 35 years - 

“Network field maintenance engineer” 

   New to the faith, accepting the Holy Sprit in June of 2024, baptized in the cold 

Michigan Shiawassee river September 2024, obtained GCU chaplaincy in October 

2024. It was a blessed year indeed! 

 As the new Media Director,  this is my first attempt at a newsletter, it will get better 

as I progress. 

 

My mission: 

- Up coming events 

- current local and international news 

- current continuing information 

- classes coming up 

- contacting the directors for updates, information 

- spotlight on GCU Home, Aviation, & Trafficking 

-other ministries 

- Pictures 

- What ever Apostle Bill instructs 

 

My contact  information:   

Email: kawashi2@comcast.net 

Cell: 248-506-1547 

WhatsApp: “GCU  Connect” 

    ----------------------------------------------                                                           
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Prayer request 

 

Apostle Bill has experienced health challenges over the past several months. 

Despite his condition, he has continued to contribute significantly to his ministry.  

He has recently been diagnosed with a mass in his bladder, and physicians are 

currently addressing issues related to his kidneys.  

In addition to conventional medical care, he is pursuing a treatment plan with a 

practitioner of natural medicine. At present, he is comfortable, resting, and 

remains in hospital, with the expectation of being discharged later this week. 

Apostle Bill requests support through prayers for wisdom and discernment 

regarding his health-related decisions. Please keep these specific matters in your 

thoughts. 

 

If you would like to help monetarily, send donations to: 

William Hodges 

6963 Indian Bay Rd 

Montague, Mi, 49437 

USA 

 

Or for further questions reach out to Bonnie 

Bonnie Lillich 

GCU Administrator 

913-424-5236 

admin@gcuacademy.com 

 

 

 



  
 

 

Chaplain badges, 

 

Previously, those ordained in 2024 or earlier received badges with a five-year 

expiration. With each $50 annual renewal, a new badge was issued; after five 

years, the badge read "Ordained." 

 

Starting late 2024, all newly ordained chaplains will receive a badge marked 

"Ordained" with their ordination date. All chaplains must now pay a $50 

annual renewal fee to remain in good standing. 

 

A new Chaplain Database will soon send automatic renewal reminders. If you 

were ordained January–June, your renewal is due by June 30; if ordained July–

December, it is due by December 31. 

 

If you have a badge with an expiration date contact 

 Bonnie Lillich at admin@gcuacademy.com  

913-424-5236  

for a new “Ordained” badge. Please provide your original ordination date. 
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GCU FIRST ANNUAL RETREAT: 

 

Our inaugural annual retreat is scheduled for September 19th, 20th, and 21st 

at “The Shack,” a Christian Retreat Center located in White Cloud, MI. 

Currently, 64 Chaplains are registered to attend. Check-in will begin at 3:00 

pm on Friday, September 19th, and check-out is at 10:00 am on Sunday, 

September 21st. 

There are 9 rooms still available: 

• Main Lodge: One room with a queen bed, Jacuzzi tub, and lake view. 

Rate: $295 for single occupancy; $208 per person for double 

occupancy. 

• Livery East: One room featuring one king and one queen bed, Jacuzzi 

tub, and fireplace. Rate: $362 for single occupancy; $253 per person for 

two or more individuals. 

• Livery West: Five rooms, each with a king bed, efficiency kitchen, and 

fireplace. Rate: $362 for single occupancy; $253 per person for double 

occupancy. 

• Big House: Two rooms with lake views, each containing a queen bed 

and shared bathroom facilities. Rate: $313 for single occupancy; $220 

per person for double  

occupancy. 

For further information or to reserve a room, please contact Bonnie via email 

at admin@gcuacademy.com or by phone at 913-424-5236. 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

                                        Classifieds 

 

 

FOR SALE: Wedding Rental Business – $60,000 

• Brochure included 

• Flyer and rental price list provided 

• The rental price list is distributed to clients 

The "No. available" column on the left of the price list refers to wedding 

inventory. 

Creative Wedding Designs was established in 2004. 

The average rental order is between $1,700 and $2,000. 

After completing approximately 30 rentals, the initial investment is recovered. 

For additional information about the sale, please contact Debbie Montambo 

at 231-740-6807. 

 

 

 


